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in cassock coats, Venetian hose of yellow velvet,
adorned with silver lace, yellow caps with silver
bands and white feathers, and white buskins. The
pages were similarly dressed, but with gold lace and
gold bands, instead of silver, and some other special
ornaments. On the coat of each attendant was a
silver band, passing like a scarf over the shoulder
and under the arm, and showing, in both front and
rear, Sidney's motto, Sic nos non nobis. Last rode
Mr. Fulke Greville, wearing gilt armour; also with
four pages on spare horses, four trumpeters, and
twenty others, all decked in tawny taffeta, decorated
with yellow sarcenet and gold hoops and buttons,
in tawny taffeta hats, and in yellow worsted stock-
ings. The whole company formed a little army,
numbering in all more than four hundred men.

Speeches were made and alarms were sounded.
The Queen was called upon to yield herself and her
Fortress of Perfect Beauty to her all-conquering
admirers. Then the tournament followed, the Four
having challenged any and all who would defend the
Fortress against their onslaught. The challengers
marched up and down the yard, and at length pro-
ceeded to run tilt, each one in his turn, and each
running six courses, against any who came to oppose
them. Of opponents there were more than twenty,
each with his small regiment of mimic warriors. Mr.
Henry Grey, Sir Thomas Perrot, Mr. Anthony
Cooke, Mr. Thomas Ratcliffe, Mr. Ralph Bowes,
four sons of Sir Francis Knollys, and a dozen others
presented themselves. It was an idle vanity on
the part of the Four to propose resistance to so